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1
GARMENT BAG

FIELD

Embodiments herein are generally directed to garment
bags. More specifically, embodiments herein are directed to
garment bags which may be used for shipping garments
and/or carrying garments.

DISCUSSION OF THE RELATED ART

Garment bags protect garments from dust, dirt, contact,
odors, etc. when being stored or transported. They are
typically made of flexible material which allows the bags to
be folded for transport. Clips or zippers are used to hold the
garment bags in a folded configuration in many garment
bags.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment, a garment bag includes a
first panel having an interior and an exterior, and a second
panel having an interior and an exterior. The second panel is
foldably attached to the first panel such that, with the
garment bag in a folded configuration, the interiors of the
first and second panels face each other, and in an unfolded
configuration, the second panel extends from a first side of
the first panel and does not face the first panel. The garment
bag also includes a hanger mount configured to receive a
hanger hook, and a garment cover attached to the first panel,
the cover constructed and arranged to cover a garment that
is hanging on a hanger that is supported by the hanger
mount. A zipper is included and arranged to secure the first
panel to the second panel to prevent the garment bag from
unfolding when the garment bag is in the folded configu-
ration, the zipper extending along second, third, and fourth
sides of the first panel, and corresponding second, third, and
fourth sides of the second panel, the third side of the first
panel being between the second and fourth sides of the first
panel, the third side of the second panel being between the
second and fourth sides of the second panel. The zipper
including at least two zipper pulls. A first garment bag
carrier is attached to the interior of the first panel along the
third side of the first panel such that the carrier is stowable
within the garment bag, and closing the zipper along the
third sides of the first and second panels encloses the first
garment bag cartier within the garment bag. The first gar-
ment bag carrier is extendable to an exterior of the garment
bag when the zipper is opened along at least a portion of the
third sides of the first and second panels. A second garment
bag carrier attached to the interior of the second panel along
the third side of the second panel such that the carrier is
stowable within the garment bag, and closing the zipper
along the third sides of the first and second panels encloses
the second garment bag carrier within the garment bag. The
second garment bag carrier is extendable to an exterior of the
garment bag when the zipper is opened along at least a
portion of the third sides of the first and second panels.

According to another embodiment, a garment bag
includes a first panel having an interior and an exterior, and
a second panel having an interior and an exterior. The second
panel is foldably attached to the first panel along a first side
of the first panel such that, with the garment bag in a folded
configuration, the interiors of the first and second panels face
each other, and in an unfolded configuration, the second
panel extends from the first side of the first panel and does
not face the first panel. A hanger mount is included and
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configured to receive a hanger hook. A garment cover is
attached to the first panel, and the cover is constructed and
arranged to cover a garment that is hanging on a hanger that
is supported by the hanger mount. A zipper is arranged to
secure the first panel to the second panel to prevent the
garment bag from unfolding when the garment bag is in the
folded configuration, the zipper including a first tape
attached to the first panel along at least three sides of the first
panel, and a second tape attached to the second panel along
at least three sides of the second panel. When the zipper is
closed, the first and second tapes form at least a portion of
side panels extending from the first panel to the second
panel. In regions where the first and second tapes are
connected to the first and second panels respectively, the first
and second tapes occupy at least eighty percent of a surface
area of the side panels.

According to yet another embodiment, a garment bag
includes a first panel having an interior and an exterior, and
a second panel having an interior and an exterior. The second
panel is foldably attached to the first panel along a first side
of the first panel such that, with the garment bag in a folded
configuration, the interiors of the first and second panels face
each other, and in an unfolded configuration, the second
panel extends from the first side of the first panel and does
not face the first panel. A hanger mount is included and
configured to receive a hanger hook. A garment cover is
attached to the first panel, the cover being constructed and
arranged to cover a garment that is hanging on a hanger that
is supported by the hanger mount. A reverse zipper is
arranged to secure the first panel to the second panel to
prevent the garment bag from unfolding when the garment
bag is in the folded configuration, the reverse being zipper
positioned along second, third, and fourth sides of the first
panel, and at least three corresponding sides of the second
panel.

According to another embodiment, a garment bag
includes a first panel having an interior and an exterior, and
a second panel having an interior and an exterior. The second
panel is foldably attached to the first panel along a first side
of the first panel such that, with the garment bag in a folded
configuration, the interiors of the first and second panels face
each other, and in an unfolded configuration, the second
panel extends from the first side of the first panel and does
not face the first panel. The garment bag includes a hanger
mount configured to receive a hanger hook. Also includes is
a garment cover attached to the first panel, the cover being
constructed and arranged to cover a garment that is hanging
on a hanger that is supported by the hanger mount. A zipper
is arranged to secure the first panel to the second panel to
prevent the garment bag from unfolding when the garment
bag is in the folded configuration. The garment bag also
includes a first elongated support strip extending across a
face of the first panel.

According to a further embodiment, a garment bag
includes a first panel having edges, an interior, and an
exterior, and a second panel having edges, an interior, and an
exterior. The second panel 1s foldably attached to the first
panel along a first side of the first panel such that, with the
garment bag in a folded configuration, the interiors of the
first and second panels face each other, and in an unfolded
configuration, the second panel extends from the first side of
the first panel and does not face the first panel. A hanger
mount is included and configured to receive a hanger hook.
A garment cover is attached to the first panel, the cover
constructed and arranged to cover a garment. A zipper is
arranged to secure the first panel to the second panel to
prevent the garment bag from unfolding when the garment
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bag is in the folded configuration. When the garment bag is
in the folded configuration and the zipper is fully closed, no
non-zipper pull portion of the garment bag is extendable
beyond any of the edges of the first and second panels.

It should be appreciated that the foregoing concepts, and
additional concepts discussed below, may be arranged in any
suitable combination, as the present disclosure is not limited
in this respect.

The foregoing and other aspects, embodiments, and fea-
tures of the present teachings can be more fully understood
from the following description in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings are not necessarily drawn to
scale. In the drawings, each identical or nearly identical
component that is illustrated in various figures is represented
by a like numeral. For purposes of clarity, not every com-
ponent may be labeled in every drawing. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a garment bag in an
unfolded configuration, according to one embodiment of the
disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a side view of the garment bag of FIG. 1,
according to one embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a side view of the garment bag of FIG. 1 in a
different configuration, according to one embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the garment bag in the
configuration shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a rear view of the garment bag of FIG. 1 in a
folded, shipping configuration, according to one embodi-
ment;

FIG. 6 is a side view of the garment bag in the configu-
ration shown in FIG. 5, according to one embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a top view of the garment bag in the configu-
ration shown in FIGS. 5 and 6;

FIG. 8 is a rear view of the garment bag shown in FIG. 1,
in a folded, carrying configuration, according to one
embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a rear view of the garment bag in the configu-
ration shown in FIGS. 5, 6, and 7, with a support strip shown
separated from the garment bag, according to one embodi-
ment;

FIG. 10 is a front view of an interior portion of the
garment bag in the configuration shown in FIG. 4, according
to one embodiment; and

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Typical garment bags protect garments from dust, dirt,
contact, odors, etc. when being stored or transported. A
typical garment bag includes a cover which covers the
garment(s), with the cover being opened and closed with a
zipper. The garment bag may hang in a closet either with a
hook or other feature of the garment bag. Some garment
bags are arranged such that a hanger hook protrudes through
a hole in the garment bag. In this manner, the hanger being
used to hold the garment in the bag is used to hang the
garment bag itself. Some garment bags are foldable for
transport, and typically include swivel hook spring clips to
keep the garment bag in the folded configuration. A shoulder
strap may be included for carrying the garment bag when in
the folded configuration.

Disclosed herein are embodiments of a garment bag
which not only can be used for storage and transport, but
also may be used as a shipping package. Various features
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provide a garment bag which, in various embodiments,
compresses the contents, reduces or eliminates loose straps,
hooks, zipper tape, or other loose elements which could
damage the garment bag during shipping, and which pro-
tects the contents against water and rough handling. In some
embodiments, the garment bag is constructed such that it
provides garment protection during shipping while having a
size that allows the bag’s shipping cost to be determined
based on weight instead of dimensions.

Embodiments described herein include a garment bag
design which limits the size of side panels to prevent bulging
of the garment bag when in a shipping configuration, yet the
garment cover portion of the garment bag has sufficient
depth to limit constriction of the garment when the garment
bag is in an unfolded state. In some embodiments, the
garment bag material is sufficiently flexible to permit closure
of the bag around various contents to place the garment bag
in the shipping configuration, yet the bag may maintain
adequate structural integrity to prevent additional folding of
the bag when being shipped or stored with other packages.

The garment bag is constructed in some embodiments to
permit a carrying configuration where one or more handles
or straps are available for carrying the garment bag when the
bag is in a folded configuration. When converting the
garment bag to a shipping configuration, the straps may be
stowed within the garment bag. In some embodiments, the
straps may be stowed without the need for additional pock-
ets or fasteners beyond the garment bag’s main compartment
and the fastener (e.g., zipper) that is used to secure the
garment bag in the shipping configuration.

A garment bag 100 according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure is shown in an unfolded configuration in
FIG. 1. In this configuration, the garment bag 100 may hang
on a hook or hanger via a strap handle 102. Or, a hanger
hook (not shown) protruding through an opening 106 may
be used to hang the garment bag 100. The garment bag 100
includes a garment cover 110 having first and second cover
flaps 112, 114 that overlap along the approximate middle
region of the garment bag. The cover flaps may include
magnets 116 along their edges to removably connect the two
flaps together. Magnets 116 may be held within the cover
flap material, or may be exposed in some embodiments.
Other fasteners may be used, such as hook and loop fasten-
ers, snaps, buttons, a zipper, or any other suitable fastener.
Various pockets and/or other containment features are
included on the cover flaps 112, 114 toward an upper end of
the garment bag in some embodiments, though pockets may
be provided in any suitable locations, and pockets do not
necessarily have to be included. In one embodiment, a
zippered pocket 115 is included.

A hanger mount 118 is positioned such that hanger hooks
can be held by the hanger mount 118 to prevent movement
of hangers and their respective garments within the garment
bag, and/or to support the hangers when the garment bag is
held upright. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the hanger
mount is made from a seamed edge 120 of the garment cover
where the garment cover is separated from the backing panel
to form opening 106. The hanger hook (or multiple hanger
hooks) may be passed through the opening 106 and hooked
onto the seamed edge 120. Two rivets 122, 123 may define
the ends of the opening 106 and help to prevent the seam
from separating from the material to which it is attached. For
purposes herein, the term “hanger hook™ is considered to
include typical hanger hooks, but also loops, or other
features at the top of a hanger which are intended to be used
to support a hanger.
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The garment bag 100 has a first panel 130 which is
foldably connected to a second panel 132. When the panels
are unfolded, garment cover 110 can be extended beyond the
second panel in some embodiments. In FIG. 1, garment
cover 130 is shown partially unfolded and extended, with a
first extension portion 128 extending beyond the second
panel. An additional portion 134 can be unfolded such that
the garment cover is long enough to hold a gown. In other
embodiments, when fully unfolded, the garment cover only
extends to the length shown in FIG. 1. In still other embodi-
ments, the garment cover does not extend beyond the second
panel 132.

FIG. 2 is a side view with the first extension portion 128
unfolded from the second panel, and the additional portion
134 folded on extension portion 128. To convert the garment
bag into a shipping configuration, the extension portion 128
and the additional portion 134 of the garment cover 110 are
folded onto an interior side of the second panel 132 (see
FIGS. 3 and 4). The first and second panels 130, 132 then are
folded together, and a zipper 136 secures the first panel 130
and the second panel 132 to one other such that the panels
cannot unfold. Second strap handle 103 is connected to
second panel 132.

In the illustrated embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 5, the
zipper 136 travels along three sides of the panel—a top side
140, a left side 142, and a right side 144, with the top side
140 being between the left side 142 and right side 144. Two
zipper pulls 146, 147 are provided in some embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 5, a plastic label carrier 138 is attached
to an exterior of one of the panels in some embodiments for
convenient insertion and removal of shipping labels.

The zipper 136 and first and second panels 130, 132 are
constructed to facilitate shipping of the garment bag in the
folded configuration. As illustrated in FIG. 6, in some
embodiments, side panels (e.g., a first side panel 148) are
narrow, and may include only zipper teeth 150 and zipper
tape 152, 154, which is attached to seams 156, 158 of the
first and second panels 130, 132. This arrangement limits the
potential for the side panels to bulge outwardly. Addition-
ally, by forming a narrow profile along the edges, garments
or other items contained within the garment bag may tend to
remain positioned more toward the middle of the garment
bag rather than the edges as compared to an arrangement
where larger side panels are provided.

In some embodiments, the zipper, including the zipper
teeth 150 and zipper tape 152, 154, forms at least eighty
percent of the area of the side panels where the zipper is
present. In such an embodiment, outer edges of the tape may
be attached to a strip of material such as nylon, which is, in
turn, attached to an edge seam of either the first or second
panel.

Regardless of whether the zipper tape is directly attached
to an edge seam of a panel or attached via another piece of
material, in some embodiments, the width of the side panel
is no more than three-quarters of an inch from a proximal
edge of a first panel edge seam to a proximal edge of a
second panel edge seam. In other embodiments, the width of
the side panel is no more than one inch between proximal
edges of the panel edge seams. According to some embodi-
ments, in the area immediately adjacent the side panels, the
distance between an outer surface of the first panel and an
outer surface of a second panel is no more than one and a
half inches. In other embodiments, the distance between the
two panels is no more than one and a quarter inches.

Zipper 136 is a reverse zipper in some embodiments. By
using a reverse zipper, the exposed side of the zipper may be
laminated or coated to provide water resistance or water
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6

proofing over the stitching of the zipper. For purposes
herein, the term “zipper” is intended to include any type of
suitable zipper, and also other suitable slide fasteners which
bring two sets of teeth, coils, or other fastening elements
together through use of a slide. The use of a reverse zipper
also can help to maintain a top tape extension and a bottom
tape extension (i.e., the ends of the zipper tape) within the
garment bag when in the shipping configuration. Keeping
the tape extensions within the garment bag facilitates a
shipping configuration where no straps or loose material
extend from the garment bag to potentially get caught on
handling equipment. For example, in the shipping configu-
ration shown in FIGS. 5, 6, and 7, the only possible portions
of the garment bag extending outside the edges of the first
and second panels are the zipper pulls. In this manner, no
no-zipper pull portions extend beyond the edges to poten-
tially get caught or damaged.

Strap covers or other covers for at least partially enclosing
the zipper pulls may be employed in some embodiments. For
example, the first side of the second panel may include a
small strap attached near the fold attachment of the first and
second panels. The strap may include one side of a hook and
loop fastener and be configured to overlay the zipper pulls
when the zippers pulls are brought to the end of the zippers.
The strap may be placed over the zipper pulls and attached
to a complementary hook or loop fastener on an exterior of
the first panel. In this manner, the zipper pulls may be
protected against interaction with handling equipment.

The two strap handles 102, 103 are shown in FIG. 8,
which shows garment bag 100 in a carrying configuration.
The carrying configuration is similar to the shipping con-
figuration, but handles 102, 103 extend from the interior of
the garment bag where the handles are attached. In this
manner, the shipping configuration can be quickly converted
to a carrying configuration by moving the zipper pulls 146,
147 away from one another along top side 140 to create an
opening in top side 140, and then pulling the handles
through the opening. Handles 102, 103 may be attached to
the interior of the first and second panels 130, 132 respec-
tively. For purposes herein, the handle or other carrier being
attached to the interior of a panel does not necessarily
require that the handle is directly attached to an inner surface
of the material forming the exterior of the panel. Instead, the
handle may be attached to the garment cover or other
components associated with the respective first panel or
second panel. In some embodiments, the handles are
attached by stitching the handles to the inner surface of the
material forming the exterior of the panel, and then attaching
a fabric strip 168 over the handle attachments (see FIG. 4).

Other carriers, such as a shoulder strap, may be employed
instead of, or in addition to, the handles. In some embodi-
ments, a single handle extends from the interior of the
garment bag.

In still further embodiments, instead of stowing one or
more carriers such as handles in the main compartment of
the garment bag, one or more separate compartments may be
provided to stow the carrier(s). For example, a separate,
zippered pocket accessible from the exterior of the garment
bag may be provided in some embodiments, wherein a
handle is attached to an interior of the pocket.

FIG. 9 shows a support strip 180 separated from the
garment bag. The support strip may be embedded or other-
wise held within second panel 132, and positioned across a
face of the panel to provide structural support to the garment
bag 100. In particular, when the garment bag 100 is in the
shipping configuration, which is the configuration shown in
FIG. 9, support strip 180 resists bending and folding of the
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garment bag. This feature may be particularly helpful when
numerous garment bags are stacked, when other types of
packages are piled on top of the garment bag, or when
uneven support is provided below the garment bag. The
support strip 180 may be formed of plastic, metal, or any
other suitable material. In some embodiments, the support
strip 1s two millimeters thick, though other suitable thick-
nesses may be used.

To hold the support strip 180 to the garment bag, the
support strip is placed on an outer surface of the second
panel 132, and a fabric strip 182 is placed over the support
strip and stitched to the outer surface. In other embodiments,
a pocket may be formed on the outer surface or inner surface
of the panel, and the support strip is inserted into the pocket.

A similar support strip (not shown) may be included on or
within the first panel 130. In some embodiments, instead of,
or in addition to the side-to-side orientation of the support
180, one or more top-to-bottom support strips may be
included. The support strip is illustrated as extending from
one side 140 of the second panel to the other side 142. In
other embodiments, the support strip may extend to within
an inch of each side, and in still other embodiments, the
support strip may only extend partially across the panel.

FIG. 10 shows an elevational view of the garment bag 100
with the garment cover 110 folded into the unfolded panels.
Two pockets 170, 172 include elastic tops, and as described
above, pocket 115 includes a zipper 174. Some embodi-
ments do not include pockets, while other embodiments
have additional or different pockets from those illustrated.

The exterior surfaces of the first and second panels are
made from a polyester weave in some embodiments. In
some embodiments, the first and second panels are formed
primarily of a polyester weave, while in other embodiments,
a more rigid material may be used. Durable fabrics made of
nylon may be used to form the first and second panels and/or
the exteriors of the first and second panels, including nylon
blended with cotton or other natural fibers. Various seams of
the garment bag may be sealed to limit the intrusion of water
into the garment bag when in the shipping configuration.

The garment cover 110 is arranged to provide expanded
volume for garments in some embodiments. For example,
the garment cover has side panels which extend forwardly
from the first and second panels, and the cover flaps 112, 114
extend laterally from the side panels. A cross sectional view
of the second panel 132 and the garment cover 110 of FIG.
1 is shown in FIG. 11. A seam 190 attaches the second panel
132 to zipper tape 154. The seam 190 (or other seam or other
suitable attachment element) attaches a side panel 194 of
garment cover 110 to second panel 132. Cover flap 112 is
attached to side panel 194 with a seam 196. This arrange-
ment provides a volumetric region 198 which may allow one
or more garments to hang with limited wrinkling or com-
pression when the garment bag is opened and hanging. In
some embodiments, cover flap 112 may be directly con-
nected to seam 190, though such an arrangement may not
provide as much room for garments to be held in the garment
bag.

Side panel 194 is the same material as cover flap 112 in
some embodiments, for example, a nylon material. In other
embodiments, side panel 194 may be a material that is
different from cover flap 112, and may be a material more
rigid than nylon to provide protection against crushing if
desired.

The garment bag, when in the shipping configuration, has
a height of 43 centimeters and a width of 61 centimeters in
some embodiments, though any suitable dimensions may be
employed. When fully unfolded, the garment bag may have

20

25

40

45

60

65

8

a full height of 176 centimeters in some embodiments,
though any suitable height may be used. In some embodi-
ments, in the shipping configuration, the height is between
35 centimeters and 50 centimeters, and the width is between
55 centimeters and 70 centimeters. In some embodiments,
the full height, when fully unfolded, may be between 150
and 190 centimeters.

The phraseology and terminology used herein is for the
purpose of description and should not be regarded as lim-
iting. The use of “including,” “comprising,” “having,” “con-
taining,” “involving,” and variations thereof herein, is meant
to encompass the items listed thereafter and equivalents
thereof as well as additional items.

For purposes herein, when an element is described as
being connected or attached to another element, it is not
necessarily the case that the two elements are directly
connected or attached to one another. The two elements may
be connected or attached to one another via one or more
additional elements. For purposes herein, being directly
attached or directly connected is intended to include con-
nections and attachments where two elements are connected
or attached via a seam. For example, a zipper tape is
considered to be directly attached to a panel is the zipper
tape is attached to a seam of the panel. Also for purposes
herein, seams around the edges of the panels are considered
to be part of the panel.

It should be understood that the foregoing description of
the invention is intended merely to be illustrative thereof and
that other embodiments, modifications, and equivalents of
the invention are within the scope of the invention recited in
the claims appended hereto. Further, although each embodi-
ment described above includes certain features, the inven-
tion is not limited in this respect. Thus, one or more of the
above-described or other features of the boot or methods of
use, may be employed singularly or in any suitable combi-
nation, as the present invention is not limited to a specific
embodiment.

While the present teachings have been described in con-
Junction with various embodiments and examples, it is not
intended that the present teachings be limited to such
embodiments or examples. On the contrary, the present
teachings encompass various alternatives, modifications,
and equivalents, as will be appreciated by those of skill in
the art. Accordingly, the foregoing description and drawings
are by way of example only.

What is claimed is:

1. A garment bag comprising:

a first panel having an interior and an exterior;

a second panel having an interior and an exterior, the
second panel being foldably attached to the first panel
such that, with the garment bag in a folded configura-
tion, the interiors of the first and second panels face
each other, and in an unfolded configuration, the second
panel extends from a first side of the first panel and
does not face the first panel;

a hanger mount configured to receive a hanger hook;

a contiguous garment cover attached to at least the first
panel and extending over the interiors of both the first
panel and the second panel, the contiguous garment
cover constructed and arranged to cover a garment that
is hanging on a hanger that is supported by the hanger
mount;

a zipper arranged to secure the first panel to the second
panel to prevent the garment bag from unfolding when
the garment bag is in the folded configuration, the
zipper extending along second, third, and fourth sides
of the first panel, and corresponding second, third, and
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fourth sides of the second panel, the third side of the
first panel being between the second and fourth sides of
the first panel, the third side of the second panel being
between the second and fourth sides of the second
panel, and the zipper including at least two zipper pulls;

a first garment bag carrier attached to the interior of the
first panel along the third side of the first panel such that
the carrier is stowable within the garment bag, and
closing the zipper along the third sides of the first and
second panels encloses the first garment bag carrier
within the garment bag, and wherein the first garment
bag carrier is extendable to an exterior of the garment
bag when the zipper is opened along at least a portion
of the third sides of the first and second panels; and

a second garment bag carrier attached to the interior of the
second panel along the third side of the second panel
such that the carrier is stowable within the garment bag,
and closing the zipper along the third sides of the first
and second panels encloses the second garment bag
carrier within the garment bag, and wherein the second
garment bag carrier is extendable to an exterior of the
garment bag when the zipper is opened along at least a
portion of the third sides of the first and second panels.

2. A garment bag as in claim 1, wherein the first carrier
comprises a first handle, and the second garment bag carrier
comprises a second handle.

3. A garment bag as in claim 1, wherein the hanger mount
1s configured to support a hanger and a garment hanging on
the hanger.

4. A garment bag as in claim 1, wherein the hanger mount
comprises a seamed edge of fabric bordered by a first rivet
on a first end and a second rivet on a second end.

5. A garment bag comprising:

a first panel having an interior and an exterior;

a second panel having an interior and an exterior, the
second panel being foldably attached to the first panel
along a first side of the first panel such that, with the
garment bag in a folded configuration, the interiors of
the first and second panels face each other and the
exteriors of the first and second panels are substantially
parallel, and in an unfolded configuration, the second
panel extends from the first side of the first panel and
does not face the first panel;

a hanger mount configured to receive a hanger hook;

a garment cover attached to at least the first panel and
extending over the first panel and the second panel, the
garment cover constructed and arranged to cover a
garment that is hanging on a hanger that is supported by
the hanger mount; and

a zipper arranged to secure the first panel to the second
panel to prevent the garment bag from unfolding when
the garment bag is in the folded configuration, the
zipper including a first tape attached to the first panel
along at least three sides of the first panel, and a second
tape attached to the second panel along at least three
sides of the second panel, wherein, when the zipper is
closed, the first and second tapes form at least eighty
percent of a surface area of the side panels extending
from the first panel to the second panel, and wherein,
the substantially parallel portions of the exterior panels
along an edge of the first and second panels are no more
than one and a half inches apart.

6. A garment bag as in claim 5, further comprising a first
garment bag carrier attached to the interior of the first panel
such that the carrier is stowable within the garment bag, and
closing the zipper encloses the first garment bag carrier
within the garment bag, and wherein the first garment bag

20

25

40

45

60

65

10

carrier is extendable to an exterior of the garment bag when
the zipper is partially opened.

7. A garment bag as in claim 6, wherein, when the garment
bag is in the folded configuration and the zipper is fully
closed, the only portion of the garment bag extendable
beyond any edge of the first and second panels is one or
more zipper pulls.

8. A garment bag as in claim 5, wherein the first tape is
directly attached to the first panel and the second tape is
directly attached to the second panel.

9. A garment bag as in claim 5, wherein, when the garment
bag is in the folded configuration and the zipper is closed, an
edge seam of the first panel is separated from an edge seam
of the second panel by no more than one inch at the side
panels.

10. A garment bag as in claim 5, wherein, when the
garment bag is in the folded configuration and the zipper is
closed, the first panel is separated from the second panel by
no more than one and a half inches immediately adjacent the
side panels.

11. A garment bag as in claim 5, wherein, when the
garment bag is in the folded configuration and the zipper is
closed, the first panel is separated from the second panel by
no more than one and a quarter inches immediately adjacent
the side panels.

12. A garment bag as in claim 5, wherein the garment
cover comprises a first side panel attached to the first and
second panels and extending away from the first and second
panels, and a first cover flap extending from the first side
panel of the garment cover in a direction generally parallel
to the first and second panels when the garment bag is in the
unfolded configuration, and wherein the garment cover
further comprises a second side panel attached to the first
and second panels and extending away from the first and
second panels, and a second cover flap extending from the
second side panel of the garment cover in a direction
generally parallel to the first and second panels when the
garment bag is in the unfolded configuration.

13. A garment bag as in claim 5, wherein the hanger
mount is configured to support a hanger and a garment
hanging on the hanger.

14. A garment bag comprising:

a first panel having an interior and an exterior;

a second panel having an interior and an exterior, the
second panel being foldably attached to the first panel
along a first side of the first panel such that, with the
garment bag in a folded configuration, the interiors of
the first and second panels face each other, and in an
unfolded configuration, the second panel extends from
the first side of the first panel and does not face the first
panel;

a hanger mount configured to receive a hanger hook;

a garment cover attached to the first panel and second
panels, the garment cover constructed and arranged to
cover a garment that is hanging on a hanger that is
supported by the hanger mount, wherein the garment
cover comprises a first flap and a second flap that
ovetlap proximal a midline of the garment bag and the
first flap and the second flap comprise fasteners proxi-
mal the midline of the garment bag to hold the first flap
and the second flap together; and

a reverse zipper arranged to secure the first panel to the
second panel to prevent the garment bag from unfold-
ing when the garment bag is in the folded configuration,
the reverse zipper positioned along second, third, and
fourth sides of the first panel, and at least three corre-
sponding sides of the second panel.
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15. A garment bag as in claim 14, further comprising side
panels along the second, third, and fourth sides of the first
panel when the garment bag is in the folded configuration
and the zipper is closed, wherein the reverse zipper forms
substantially the entirety of the side panels.

16. A garment bag as in claim 15, further comprising a
first garment bag carrier attached to the garment bag at one
or more locations which are inside the garment bag when the
garment bag is in the folded configuration.

17. A garment bag as in claim 16, wherein the carrier
comprises first and second handles attached to the garment
bag.

18. A garment bag as in claim 16, wherein the reverse
zipper comprises two zipper pulls.

19. A garment bag as in claim 14, wherein the hanger
mount is configured to support a hanger and a garment
hanging on the hanger.

20. A garment bag as in claim 14, further comprising the
hanger.
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